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theistic geologists in their speculative opinions
about the unthinkably great age of the earth, they
have so expounded the scriptural history of crea-
tion, as to excite the derision of infidelity, thus
confirmed in its opposition to the Bible, by a
method which only goes to show that harmony is
impossible; and to shake the faith of the bewil-
dered believer who has relied upon his Bible with
childlike confidence. Unfortunately, they con-
cede that Genesis i, literally interpreted, does not
say what its consecutive verses evidently seem to
say, but that the facts referred to, and the times
of the facts, are entirely different from the repre-
sentation of plain history as related by Moses
without any figure of speech whatever. Conse-
quently, there is no revelation. The use which
infidelity legitimately makes of this, may be well
imagined; but not trusting to imagination, I will
give an example taken from Mr. Denton's book,
already referred to.

" If the account of creation given in Genesis is false, then the
commandments said to have been given to Moses on Mount
Sinai, which endorse that account, never came from God ; and
the Pentateuch is a merely human production, of no more au-
thority than the account of creation itself. But with the Penta-
teuch, away go all the Old Testament books, for they endorse
it, and argue from it. It is impossible that the spirit of truth
could have inspired men to build upon and endorse the terrible
falsehoods of the Pentateuch. But, when the Old Testament is
gone, how much of the New remains ? Jesus appeals to the Old
Testament, urges his claims on the strength of its statements,
and the evangelists and apostles everywhere recognize its au-
thority, as fully as our orthodox ministers do to-day. All that
we can do, then, m the light of absolute fact, is to accept the
Bible only as the statements of men, in many cases lamentably